Agenda
Background of the Broadband Technology subscribers in the USA 
Consumer implications
• Consumers will pay more for broadband content
• Some consumers will have to switch to their second best broadband alternative 
Consent Decree
Vs.
Content Discrimination Open Access Condition
Conduit Discrimination
• Consent Decree: requires that AOL/TimeWarner make EarthLink (competitors content) available to AOL/TimeWarner Customers before they begin offering their services themselves
• Effect: Customers seeking access to foreclosed content will not have to switch to another transport conduit that suffers from a lower rate of market penetration
• Open Access Condition: The regulatory body imposed a rule that AOL/Time Warner would afford unaffiliated ISPs equal access to the combined company's cable modem platform.
• There has some overregulation been going on for that company, the presenter believes that in this case a laissez faire approach would have been the better regulatory option to take.
